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Campaign Contributions
Tlie *"l i*S-Dl*pntcb will receive,

ncknowtedjrc nnil forward, to the
trenmirrr of Cic . Nullonnl DetBO-
crntlc Ct'inpnlgn Commlttee nll stini*
*ent It for -bls ptirpose.

"PERXICIOI'S POMTlCAl, ACTIVITV."
President Roosevelt has removed LIn¬

coln Avery and Charles A. Bailey,
prominent offlceholders under the gov¬
ernment in Mlchlgan, for "pernlcloua
politlcal actlvlty." Circumstances pre-

Olude the uttaclunent of any such pen-
alty to President Roosevelt for slmllar

actlvlty.
Mossra. Avery und Bailey. lt appears,

used their posltlon to lnfluence' poll-
tlcally the force of classlfted clerks un¬

der them, and to stlmulate campalgn
contributions from them. Demeanor of
this aort ls undoubtedly pernlcious. lt
la flatly forbidden by tho rules of the
clvll sorvlco, and tho gentlemen fully
deaerve their'punlshment.

Tet what must they thlnk of the

Judge who ejeots them wlth such vlt-

tuous wrath? He, too, holda a posltlon
¦under tho government, controlllng an

.rmy of subordlnatea far oulmatchlng
thelrs. and he haa used hls posltlon
wlth far greater sklll and boldneas to

accompllsh politlcal lnfluence for hlm¬
aelf. He has, so far as known, em-

ployed no throat; but he has not
aorupled to exploit hls great ofllce for

politlcal ndvantage, and throw the lm-
jnenso welght of It behlnd the nstound-

ing inslnuatlon that all those who fall
to vote according to hls thinklng for-
felt their tltle to good cltlzanahlp.

MeBsrs. Avery and Balley are jtistly
diamlssed for the lnfrnction ot plaln
rnlos. There aro no rules governing
the politlcal and partlsan behuvior of
the President of the United States, none

havlng been thought necessary hlther-
to. Consequently, he suffers no pun-

. iahment, other than thut whlch comes

to aensltlve men from the losa of publlc
eateem. Yet, compared to the quiet pool
of the Mlchlgan customs house, tMB
pernlcious politlcal actlvlty 6f Theo-
dore Roosevelt ls like a howllng hurrl-
cane.

FINANCE COMMITTEE IJOES WELL.
vThe Finance Committee Is to he con-

gratulated upon Its attltude as to Lea¬
ter Street. As The Tlmea-Dlapatch
polnted out on Friday, wlth $1.000.000
of bonds yet unsold, lt was natural for
the Finance Commlttee to be chary ln
creatlng further obligations, no matter
for what purpoae, especially ns ln the
xase of tho prop.osed dock lmprove-
roents thero dld not appear to be an

immedlate necesslty for such a step.
Prudence ls commendable, and all clties
Would be better off as a general propo-
sltion If more parslmony was shown
Mn the disbursement of publlc money.
But ln this case, upon further consid-
eratlon, the Klnance Commlttee reached
the
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